
Titus Lesson 14   
“Adorning the Doctrine of God Our Savior” 

Titus 2:9-10 - Cindy Lindstedt, Jan. 24/26, 2023 
 
Titus 2:9-10 “Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-
pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn 
the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.” 
 

I. WHO WERE THE PURITANS? 
 
 

“Chronological snobbery” = ignorance of the past/arrogance of the present 
“It only takes one N_________ generation to forget the accumulated knowledge 
and wisdom of the entire history of the church.” 
• Prov. 22:28 – ancient boundary 
• Jer. 6:16 – ancient paths 
• 2 Tim. 1:13 – Guard... the T__________ which has been entrusted to you. 

 

II. BONDSERVANTS  
“doulos” – one who gives himself up to the W_____ of another 
1 Cor. 7:23 - You were bought with a P______ 
Rom. 6:17, 20 – formerly slaves of S____ 
• Christ’s example of servanthood (Mark 10:43-45) 
• Instructions for Christian households 

Eph. 6:5-9 – doing the will of God from the H_______. 
Col. 3:22-4:1 – with sincerity of heart... work heartily, as for the L_____. 

 

III. THE SLAVERY THAT FREES – Rom. 6:6-7 “Freed from sin”! 
Slavery to sin is bondage; slavery to God is freedom. 
Luther: “A Christian is a free lord of everything and subject to no one. A Christian is a 
willing servant of everything and subject to everyone.” (The Freedom of Christ) 
• John 8:34 - Everyone who commits sin is the S_______ to sin. 
• Rom. 8:21 - Creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into 

the F__________ of the G________ of the children of God. 
For a slave to gain his or her freedom, a R___________ P______ had to be paid.   
 THE GOOD NEWS of the Gospel: The P_______ has been P______! 

Eph. 1:7 - “In Him we have redemption through His B________, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.”  Blood was God’s means 
of affecting A___________. 
 

• You are not our own, you were bought with a P_______ (1 Cor. 6:19-20; 7:23)  
1 Peter 1:18-19 – precious blood, as a lamb, unblemished and spotless 
Heb. 9:22 - seriousness of sin; without the shedding of blood, no forgiveness! 



• Eph. 5:2 – Christ also loved ________ [your name] and gave Himself up for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma [to God]. 

• 2 Cor. 2:14-15 - We are the fragrance of C______ to G_____ among those 
who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to the one an 
aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life -- AROMA 
THERAPY! 

• Believers have been freed from sin and enslaved to God for God’s holy 
purpose and our benefit. (“Golden Verse”)  
Rom. 6:22 - But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 
you derive your benefit, resulting in S_______________, and the outcome, 
E___________ L_____. Halleluiah!  

 
IV. ADORNING THE GOSPEL – “in all good faith” = key phrase 

A clarion call to gospel F_________ (loyalty, faithfulness, reliability, trustworthiness, 
dependability, devotion, commitment, conformity).  

• Paul is speaking of I_________. Why? 
Because this is the E_________ of the Gospel’s transformational power!  
 HEART OF LESSON: The supreme purpose of a virtuous life is to make 

attractive the teaching that God saves sinners!  
• MacArthur testimony  

 
 
 

• 1 Cor. 7:22 - The redeemed has a new slave Master: 
“He who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s F___________; 
likewise, he who was called while free, is Christ’s S_______.  

• 2 Tim. 2:2 – entrust these to F________ men who will be able to teach others 
 

 The redeemed must safeguard and pass on the legacy of sound doctrine, the true 
knowledge of God, adorning its transforming power with transformed lives. 

 
“When fully understood, it is the gospel of the grace of God which teaches Christians how to live.” 

 
 REMEMBER: “It only takes one negligent generation to forget the accumulated knowledge 

and wisdom of the entire history of the church.” 
__________ 

 
 
 
Three POA’s for Christ’s bondservant, from Puritan Ashton Oxenden (1808-1892) - because 
you were created for God’s glory (Is. 43:7): 

1. Try to wean yourself off all self-glorifying. (Like Diotrephes, “we love to have the pre-
eminence.” 

2. Set God’s glory distinctly before you in all you do. 
3. Endeavor to honor God by HOLINESS in your life. 



 

How the Doctrine of Exclusivity Made Me a Christian 
Mason Jones, The Gospel Coalition - Jan. 19, 2023 

A few years ago when I began high school, I was an atheist. I thought religion was superstition that 
religious people ignored the world’s complexity to fit it into a manageable mental box. I thought religion 
might serve a positive function for some, but it could never give a comprehensive or consistent 
worldview; after all, religion’s nature and purpose were to reduce and oversimplify.  

I developed this tidy understanding of religion through my early teen years, and for a while, it went 
unchallenged. But when I was a high school sophomore, I moved in with my dad and he began taking me 
to church. There, for the first time, I heard the gospel: the news of who Jesus is and what he’s done. I’d 
heard phrases like “Jesus died for your sins” before, but I’d never taken the time to understand what they 
meant.   

After going to church, I realized I’d done to Christianity exactly what I’d accused religion of doing to the 
world. I oversimplified and misrepresented it because I missed a key piece of data: “There is salvation in 
no one else” but Jesus (Acts 4:12).   

The most controversial yet fundamental claim in the Christian faith is that Jesus alone has accomplished 
everything necessary for the salvation of all who believe in him. For this reason, he must be trusted. This 
doctrine separates Christianity from every other worldview, and it unites every other doctrine within our 
faith.   

What’s the Ground for Morality?  

Before I became a Christian, I had a strictly physicalist worldview that left no room for objective moral 
principles. My biggest objection to such principles was that they’d require some absolute standard that 
transcended the physical universe.  

In conversations with people who believed in transcendence, I found no one who had a sufficient basis for 
believing in objective moral standards. Among the few religious friends I had, none could give a good 
reason why some people go to hell and others go to heaven. I concluded that the reason they drew the line 
between “good” and “evil” where they did was to convince themselves they were on the “good” side.  

I was convinced my friends were wrong, but I wasn’t nearly as convinced I was right. 
  
I knew my understanding of reality negated objective morality, but I couldn’t bring myself to think or act 
consistently with my own worldview. I couldn’t fathom any objective basis for morality, but I also couldn’t 
bring myself to believe morality is merely a construct. I couldn’t get rid of my notions of goodness and 
justice, but I also couldn’t find a place to put them intellectually.  

Christ Provided the Link  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Acts%204%3A12/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/proofs-more-than-matter/


When I began to grapple with the gospel, I discovered how Christ’s cross both affirms and revolutionizes 
the concept of objective morality. It alone provided the tools I needed to address the problem. Christianity 
affirms the reality of an absolute moral standard, but it denies this standard is set by some arbitrary 
measure. Rather, it’s based in God’s own objective moral perfection as demonstrated through Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection.  

God’s standard doesn’t merely require someone to meet a quantifiable measure of goodness. It says, “You 
therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). The Bible shows us the 
only place to hang an objective and transcendent moral standard is on the objective reality of a 
God who’s also transcendent.  

As I wrestled with these truths intellectually, I became convinced God himself was the standard by 
which I’d be judged. I needed Jesus Christ, “the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint 
of his nature” (Heb. 1:3). I needed his life and death on my behalf. I needed him to be my 
righteousness and substitute. I came to believe that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God put forth as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith” (Rom. 3:23–25). These words 
commanded my life and worship.  

His People Made It Compelling  

But there was more. I was also confronted with the practical, lived reality of the gospel in my friends’ 
lives. For the first time in my life, I developed deep, meaningful relationships with genuine Christians, and 
the testimony of their lives validated the Bible’s testimony. In many ways, there was nothing 
extraordinary about them. In fact, their faith often seemed superficial to me. But even so they showed me 
a radically different way of understanding morality.   

For them, the Bible’s commands weren’t a way to justify themselves before God and others. Instead, these 
commands directed them to worship the One who had already secured their justification. My friends 
never explicitly tried to share the gospel with me—mostly because they assumed everyone they met in 
church was already a Christian—but they validated the gospel for me with their lives. Even the 
inconsistencies in their faith bore witness to a gracious God who patiently works in and through the lives 
of redeemed sinners.  

And this imperfect witness was ultimately how God convinced me of the truth of the gospel. Seeing the 
justified lives of my friends brought the doctrine of “Christ alone” to life. At first, justification by faith was 
an interesting but abstract theory to me, but through my friends God made the gospel a compelling 
and inescapable reality.  

Mason Jones is a staff member with Campus Outreach, preparing to help plant a new ministry in Western Michigan. He 
graduated from Eastern Illinois University in 2022 where he studied philosophy with a minor in computer science. He’s a 
member of Grace Presbyterian Church in Peoria, Illinois 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Matt.%205%3A48/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Heb.%201%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Rom.%203%3A23%E2%80%9325/
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