John 6:41-51
Man’s Gross Grumblings and God’s Sovereign Grace

(pt. 1)
INTRO: Why do sinners take issue with the biblical Christ and the true message of Christmas/ Salvation?
The sin of unbelief rears its ugly head in 3 ways in John 6:22-51.

With 1) Misplaced _______________________________.
(John 6:22-28)

Lame 2) Excuses, ________________________________.
(John 6:29-31)

Man’s 3) Gross __________________________________. 
(John 6:41f)

Jesus’ red-letter remarks concerning the sovereign grace of God in salvation.

Note the 4 key words/phrases in John 6:44

For Further Reflection/Application: How has God been sanctifying you through His Word?
What are some reasons unbelievers (including religious unbelievers) grumble and complain when encountering the biblical Jesus (the ultimate Manna/Bread of God) and/or the true Gospel of grace alone?  How is the response in John 6 like the wilderness generations grumblings in Exodus?  
What are some of the complaints you have heard unbelievers make when presenting the message of salvation (we are only saved by God’s grace alone, through repentant faith alone, in Christ alone)?  What were some of the excuses and/or murmurings you used to justify your sin and unbelief before the Lord saved you?  Why do unbelievers reject the Messenger and message of John 3:16?  Unbelief is blinding (note John 3:19-20) and soul-damning (Rev. 20:11-15; Heb. 9:27).

Against the backdrop of John 6:22f, take time this week to consider the serios warnings of  

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 and Hebrews 3:1-19.   

What false religions and cults today reject Jesus’ heavenly origins and/or His eternal Divinity?  Are you sharing the message of John with your unsaved religious friends/family? See Acts 1:8;   Mark 16:15.  What are some reasons genuine Christians don’t share the gospel with lost sinners?   Unbelievers are (spiritually) starving.  They need the Bread of life!  They are hell-bound and hell-bent and need a Savior!  Romans 10:8-13.  

As in verse 37 the launch pad for Jesus’ “sovereign grace discourse” is the bleak reality of ‘human depravity’! Why is God’s sovereign grace such good news? Why should it fuel (rather than stifle) evangelism and prayer?

So many controversies come back to a faulty anthropology (an unbiblical view of post-fall, pre-conversion man).  Provide some examples from philosophy, psychology, politics/criminal justice, and religion/theology? Highlight the 4 key words or phrases related to God’s sovereign grace in John 6:44. Which of these words/phrases stands out the most to you?  Does God’s sovereign grace still amaze you (Christian)?  Why do unbelievers grumble over this doctrine?

If Jesus is the eternal Son than He ought to be worshiped exclusively as God and served exclusively as Lord.  If Jesus is not the true Bread of Life, from heaven above then Christianity is a false religion!

What miracles/sign did Jesus perform the day prior (related to “bread”)? John 6:1-15.  John’s Gospel progressively presents a mountain of gospel evidence that demands nothing less than a saving faith verdict (note John 20:30-31).
Recap of last Sunday’s sermon: Instead of performing another sign/miracle (Jn 6:1-15) Jesus highlights His True Identity, His Redemptive Mission, and His Culinary Superiority!  As the Heaven-sent Bread of Life Jesus is FAR greater than the wilderness manna.  As the Incarnate Bread of God, Jesus is also far greater than prophet Moses.  

When encountering close-mouthed unbelief and gross grumblings, Jesus underscores the sovereign grace of God (John 6:35-37; 43-44)!
