John 6:22-59
“Misplaced Priorities and Excuses, Excuses!”

(pt. 2)
INTRO: To ignore or reject the only begotten, Son of God is no small sin (Mk 12; Jn. 3:35-36).

See next page for personal application helps and an application focused study guide.
For Further Reflection/Application: How has God been sanctifying you through His Word?
What are some common (often idolatrous) misplaced priorities that unbelievers have?  What earthly food do unbelievers pursue and fill themselves with in place of “the Bread of Life?”

Let’s talk about “excuses, excuses” for a moment.  What are some of the excuses you have heard for why someone does not consume “the Bread of Life” in repentant faith?  Why do so many people not “look to the Son of Man and live?”  Or “eat and be satisfied”? Or “repent & believe”?  What were some of the lame excuses you made for not “eating” before the Lord drew you to Himself?
Loving parents often go into full-fledge protection mode when a child is unfairly rejected and/or grossly mistreated.  Share a positive example that illustrates this sort of love with your small group.  The love of God the Father for God the Son is pure, eternal, and perfect.  It is vastly superior.  Thus, to ignore, reject, and/or hate God’s beloved Son is no small sin.  This is one of many reasons why studying the 4 Gospels are so important.  Read John 3:35-36, 5:20, 10:17, 17:24. Read also Mark 12:1-12.
Are you a genuine follower of Christ, a true disciple, and a redeemed sinner?  When pressed, many unbelievers admit that they are not currently living for Christ, but they often assume that they have nothing to fear (in terms of final judgment/hell) because they do not “hate” Jesus Christ.  They do not live for His glory; they simply ignore Him (except around Easter and Christmas How is this unbiblical thinking dangerous?  Jesus said no one is truly neutral in the battle of good and evil, light and darkness, God and Satan.  Matthew 12:30, “Whoever is not with Me is against Me.”  Note also Romans 5:9-10 (especially against the backdrop of Romans 1-3).  You are either an enemy of God, or by His grace, in Christ, you are His friend.
Recap of last Sunday’s sermon: 1) Those who seek Jesus for Selfish Purposes are Warned Not Welcomed.  2) Those who Labor and Live for the Wrong ‘Food’ Shall Remain Hungry.  3) Those Who Eat the Bread of Life in Penitent Faith Shall Live Forever and Be Wholly Satisfied.
John 6:22f highlights the themes of hunger and bread and salvation and Jesus.  Why does Jesus call Himself the Bread of Life?  In what ways is He both the gift giver and the indescribable gift?

Humans hunger for earthly food/bread.  As body-soul creatures, to paraphrase Augustine, “You have made us for Thyself, O Lord, and our heart/soul remains hungry until it finds its delight and rest in Thee.”  O taste and see that the Lord is good.  Read John 6:34-36.  With that said, as one Christian author notes, “Christianity does involve us and, in Christ, our needs are most graciously met. And only in Christianity will we experience true fulfillment. Yet, Christianity is not pre-eminently about these things. Christianity is about the infinite God of the Universe declaring His glory, His love, His awesome grace, and His incomprehensible power in His Son that we should fall down in awe at His holiness and glory and praise Him.”  Jesus is the pearl of Infinite Price.  In Him, we find rest, hope, contentment, purpose, meaning, joy, delight, and peace.  
If Jesus is the long-awaited King of Israel, the World’s Savior, and the eternal Son of God then we ought to embrace the Gospel He preached!  As believers we are called to declare the same message Jesus taught (Acts 1:8).

In what ways is Jesus infinitely greater than Moses?  Read John 6:22-35; Exodus 16, and Hebrews 3.
Most of the unbelievers Jesus encountered in His 3+ year public ministry were religious.  In John 6 the crowd quotes the Scriptures in effort to try and force Jesus’ hand (to perform an even greater Sign to prove that He is the long-awaited Savior-King and the Bread of Life).  As a related footnote true followers of Christ should make it their life work to know the Bible better than our unbelieving opponents do (note 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Peter 3:16-17).

Is Jesus truly Divine? Should we love Him, serve Him, and Worship Him?  Only if He truly is the eternal Son of God.  Keep these three things in mind, “Firstly, there are over twenty explicit statements identifying Jesus as God (Is. 9:6; Ezek. 32:21; Jn. 1:1. Mk. 12:27; Lk. 20:38; Jn. 8:54; Phil. 2:13; Heb. 11:16; Mk. 12:27; Lk. 20:37-38; Jn. 3:2; 13:3; Rom. 1:21; 1 Thess. 1:9; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Jn. 1:18; Jn. 20:28. Acts 20:28: Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:1, Tit. 2:13; 2 Pet. 1:11, 2:20, 3:2, 3:18; Rom. 10:9-13; Phil. 2:9-11; Heb. 1:10; 1 Pet. 2:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:13-15, 8:12-13; 1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:5; Rom. 10:12; 1 Cor. 12:5).  Second, Jesus possesses Divine names and/or titles that can be given only to God (such as the Alpha and the Omega, the King of kings and Lord of lords, the Good Shepherd, Immanuel, etc).  Finally, the self-disclosure of Christ Himself provides tantamount evidence of Jesus’ Divinity. Jesus declares Himself to be the “bread of life” (Jn. 6:35, 41, 48, 51), the “light of the world” (Jn. 8:12), the “good shepherd” (Jn. 10:11, 14), the “resurrection and the life” (Jn. 11:25), the “way and the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6), and the “true vine” (Jn. 15:1, 5).”  We should love and follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  To do so, honors the Father God!
When talking about the intra-Trinitarian love between the Father and the Son (and Holy Spirit) we have to be careful.  The following is a collection of related quotes from a few believing authors. “Clearly, whatever the unity of the Father and the Son means, it is not a unity that is without distinction. The Father can love the Son only if the Son is in some sense distinguishable from the Father. We cannot help but recall John 1:1: ‘The Word was with God, and the Word was God.’  This distinction, however, is not a distinction in the nature of the Godhead…. “In terms of His essence, there is nothing that the Father has that the Son lacks. There is a personal distinction between Them such that one can love the other, but They share fully the same divine essence.”  (Is. 44:6; 1 Cor. 8:4b). “The one God is three! He is by nature both a unity of being while also existing eternally as a society of Persons. God’s tri-Personal reality is as intrinsic to His existence as is the reality that He is one God who alone is God… A word of caution must, however, be noted. We cannot rightly conceive of Father and Son and Holy Spirit as if they are three individuals in the way that three distinct human beings are individuals.”  “This makes the holy internal relationship of love between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit unique.”  “God is essentially and primarily the father of the Son, he loves the Son (Jn. 5:19; 10:17; 17:24; 17:26); and this love proceeds from the Father to the Son to others (Jn. 16:27; 17:26). This relation of the Father towards the Son did not originate in time, but is from eternity (Jn. 1:14; 8:38; 17:5; 17:24).”
