John 6:16-21

"Jesus and the Storms of Life”

(pt. 1)

INTRO: Do you ever feel like the wind is blowing against you or that you are being battered by the crashing waves?  What storms have you recently passed through?
How does God use “the storms of life” to test and strengthen our faith in Christ?  
(note James 1:2-14; Psalm 119:71; John 6:16-21)
4 Didactics to Help us Digest the Meat of this Glorious God-breathed Text:
1) The _____________________________ Teacher Tests His Disciples.
(John 6:16-18)
2) The Unknown ________________________________________ Frightens the Disciples.
(John 6:19; Mark 6:49-50a)
3) The Captain of ___________________________ Comforts and ______________________

His Panic-Stricken Disciples.
(John 6:20)
See page 4 for personal application helps and an application focused study guide.
For Further Reflection/Application: How has God been sanctifying you through His Word?
What has been troubling your soul lately?  Do you ever feel like the wind is blowing against you or that you are being battered by the crashing waves?  What “storms” have you recently passed through?  
Based on this text/sermon, what counsel and comfort might you give to believing friends/family who are currently going through the proverbial “storms of life?” Before answering this question work your way through this study guide.
Read Psalm 119:71 and James 1:2-14.  Why does the Loving Teacher (Jesus) sometimes Test His Disciples?  How were the disciples “tested” in the previous passage (the feeding of the 5000) and how is their faith “tested” again in this passage (the historical sea storm account)?
How do the storms of life help us to “see Jesus more clearly, to love Jesus more dearly, and follow Jesus more nearly, day by day.”

Jesus knew what he intended to do before miraculously feeding the 5000+ (read John 6:6).  It was also the Lord who directed the disciples (Matt. 14:22) to cross the Sea knowing what would befall them.  With that said, no believer ever suffers in vain (note Lamentations 3:28-33) There is a purpose to our pain.  “Every joy or trial falleth from above, traced upon our dial by the Sun of love; We may trust Him fully, all for us to do, They who trust Him wholly find Him wholly true.” (See the beloved hymn, “Like a River Glorious”).

Provide biblical proof texts to support these 4 related applicational insights A) The storms of life have a way of proving and improving our faith. B) The storms of life help expose personal blind spots. C) The storms of life are intended to make us more dependent on the Lord our God. 
D) The storms of life help deepen and strengthen our (faith) walk with the All-Sufficient Christ.
This real-life crisis, among many things, teaches Jesus’ disciples how to combat fear, worry, and anxiety.  There are some lessons in life that we need to learn over and over again.  
Having a robustly biblical Christology (a proper understanding of the Person of Christ) is immensely practical.  Not merely in the realm of evangelism and apologetics (when witnessing to Mormons or Muslims for example).   Understanding (and embracing in faith) who Jesus truly is (objectively and experientially) is of first-rate importance in regard to our sanctification as well.  In this passage we are reminded that Jesus is the Lord of the Storm.  The Captain of our Salvation.  The Great I AM.  Talk more about the relationship between faith, sound Christology, and the storms of life.  Theology matters because theology is life!
Note Isaiah 42:2-3.  John 6:20; John 14:1, 27.
Consider the theological truths that are found in the songs, “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing,” “Christ our Hope in Life and Death,” “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus,” and “Like a River Glorious.”  Good Christian song lyrics help us to rehearse and remember the biblical truths that we hear preached on Sunday.
The faith anchoring comfort for every stormy gale is Jesus Christ!  Keep your eyes fixed on Him!  Don’t stop believing (John 20:31).
