
 Revelation 21:1-4
Our Heavenly Hope: No More Evil, Sorrow, or Pain!” 
(pt. 4)

INTRO: “Farewell to Shadow Land!”
But the things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. 
And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: 
in which every chapter is better than the one before. 

Revelation 21:1-4 “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, 4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 
Three Incentives to help believers overcome and persevere until the end: 
On Oct. 28th, we saw and heard:

1) In heaven, sin and evil will be no more!                                       
    (Revelation 21:1; 4)

On Nov. 4th and 11th, we saw and heard:
    2) In heaven, we will enjoy unbreakable fellowship with God for all eternity!

 (Revelation 21:2-3; 22:14-17; Psalm 16:8-11)
This morning’s sermon text teaches us that:
3) In heaven, ______________________________________________________________.

(Revelation 21:4-5; 22:3)

A) “He shall wipe away every tear for their eyes”- What’s so special about this Divine action?
B) “And there shall no longer be any death” -Worldwide three people die every second.  
(see also Rev. 20:14; 1 Cor. 15:54-57)
C) “…there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain.”
FINAL APPLICATION-

What is spiritual nearsightedness?  What are some of the symptoms of this sin?  

What is the biblical remedy?  (Col. 3:1-4; 1 Pet. 1:13)
Holy Father, grant us eyes to see and hearts to believe that your people might 
“fix their hope completely on the grace to be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  
For Further Reflection/Application:  We must be doers of the Word and not merely hearers
Memorize 1 Peter 1:13 and pray that God would help this verse become a present reality in your life and in the life of Lake Country Bible Church in 2019.  Meditate this week on Colossians 3:2
What biblical principles does C. S. Lewis highlight in his “Farewell to Shadow Lands” metaphor/quote?  How is John’s inspired description of the sights and sounds of heaven similar to when you try and explain the sights and sounds of the Grand Canyon (or ____) to a six-year-old?  Just because we do not understand something totally exhaustively does not make it impractical!
Only GOD can make all things new (Rev. 21:5).  Why are all human efforts to bring about an earthly utopia doomed to fail?  Provide some examples of this from US or World History.  

Do you agree that “postmillennialism* is the most implausible of end times positions?” Why or why not?  Give a four-sentence overview of the chronology of major events as set forth in Revelation 19-22.  *In layman’s terms, “Those who hold to postmillennialism believe that this world will become better and better—all evidence to the contrary notwithstanding—with the entire world eventually becoming “Christianized.” After this happens, Christ will return.”
What believers in your life need biblical encouragement right now?  Why is struggling to “keep on keeping on?”  How are the glories of heaven powerful incentives for Christian perseverance?  Encourage someone else with the truths that you have been taught the past many weeks.

What and/or who came to mind when you heard the illustration where the loving husband said to his dying wife, “Thank God, dear, that will be the last tear!”

How does being a Christian give us a new outlook on life and death?  Do your closest unsaved friends see differences in you?  If not, why is this?  Have you shared with unsaved friends and family where this living hope comes from (and how they can enjoy this blessing too in Christ)?  

250,000 people die every day. How should this sober reality impact our commitment to personal evangelism and global missions? (See Hebrews 9:27)

Talk with your friends and family about Christina missionary John Allen Chau who died recently trying to reach an unreached people group in an island off the Indian ocean.  Jim Elliot once said, “He is no fool who gives up what he can never keep, to gain what he can never lose.”  How does eternity fuel radical Christian living and dying for Jesus’ sake? (I’m not suggesting God calls everyone to die a martyrs death but he does call each of us to “take up our crosses daily.”)  

Don’t underestimate the power of this heavenly hope!

How might Rev. 21-22 serve as spiritual “Lasik eye surgery?”

Read Revelation 21:5-8 in preparation for next Lord’s Day!

Related Praise Songs:  Theology fuels Doxology!  We dig deeply in order that we may go high!
One Day (When We All Get to Heaven)- Matt Redman

By Faith- Keith and Kristyn Getty
Glorious Day (Living He Love Me) 
Is He Worthy- Andrew Peterson
Light of Heaven- Fernando Ortega 

Beyond the Sky- Fernando Ortega
Hallelujah What A Savior- new lyrics by Austin Stone
When the Roll is Called Up Yonder
Great is Thy Faithfulness

All That Thrills My Soul is Jesus

A City Called Heaven- Jubilant Sykes
Majesty of Heaven- Chris Tomlin
This We Know- Kristian Stanfill
Amazing Grace- 
Eternal Praise- Enfield
Your Mercy is More- Matt Boswell and Boyce College Choir
It is Well with My Soul
Related Scripture Passages:  Search the Scriptures to see if these things be so.
Revelation 21:1-8; Psalm 23:6; 1 Cor. 2:9; Colossians 3; 1 Peter 1:13; 1 John 3:2
All of our sermons can be downloaded for free on our website at www.lakecountrybible.org 
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