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 Revelation 20:11-15 
Hell is For Real (and is Forever) 

 
 
INTRO: Many today make light of hell- often viewing it as a great place to party with friends. 
 
Example- Ted Turner before “the National Press Club.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 Key Statements about the Great White Throne Judgement of Revelation 20:11-15: 
 
 
1) The ABSOLUTE NECESSITY of this Great and Final Judgement  
 

(Revelation 20:7-15; John 3:19-20) 
 
 
2) The PERFECT CHARACTER of this Great and Final Judgement  
 

(Revelation 20:11; Rev. 4; Hab. 1:13) 
 
 
3) The COMPREHENSIVE SCOPE of the Great and Final Judgement  
 

(Revelation 20:12-13; Phil. 2:10-11; Heb. 9:27) 
 
 
4) The LEGAL BASIS of the Great and Final Judgement  
 

(Revelation 20:12-13, 15; Ezk. 18; Rom. 1:18-3:20) 
 
 
5) The ______________________ of the Great and Final Judgement 
 

(Revelation 20:10-15; Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 9:42-48; Luke 16:19-31; 2 Thess. 1:5-10) 
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What do those around you fear the most?  When was the last time you were frozen with fear?  
(Matthew 10:28; Hebrews 10:31) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s Word highlights many terrifying traits of Hell.  We only have time to mention three: 
 

I) Hell will be a place of ____________________________. 
 

(Matt. 13:42; Luke 16:19-31; Mark 9:43, 48)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
II) Hell is _________________________________________. 
 

(Luke 16:26; 2 Thess. 1:9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III) Hell lasts________________________________________. 

 
(Rev. 20:10; Matt. 19:8; 25:41-46; 2 Thess. 1:9) 
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For Further Reflection/Application:  We must be doers of the Word and not merely hearers 
 
What are you most afraid of?  When was the last time you or someone you know was “frozen in 
fear?”  What fears often keep people up at night? Are your nightmares based on truth or fiction? 
 
Take an informal survey this week and ask 2-3 people who are not Christians what their view of 
hell is.  Let me know what answers you receive.  Make sure and ask those who are willing to 
chat if they’d be interested in knowing what the Word of God has to say about heaven and hell.  
Share with them some of the highlights of what we’ve been learning in this current series. 
 
Many unbelievers today either don’t believe in a literal hell or they simply make light of it.   
“The party we’ll have in hell.”  Rock and roll singers declare, “I don’t care where I go when I 
die.”  “Live for the moment.”  “Enjoy every sinful pleasure for as long as you can.”   
 
What are the aspects and traits that make hell “hellish”?  What passages of Scripture highlight 
the holy terrors of hell?  Do you believe what God’s Word says concerning the Final Judgement? 
 
Why do you suppose the human authors of the four Gospels include so many passages that 
highlight what Jesus said concerning sin, death, and judgement/hell?  This was a major theme in 
Jesus teaching ministry.  Why then, do so many preachers and Christians avoid it at all costs?  
Why do so many professing Christians join churches where this is so? 
 
“When evaluating the biblical fidelity of any ministry it’s not just what’s taught that’s important- 
it’s often what’s left out.”  Explain this to someone.  Hint- see Paul’s example in Acts 20:17-27. 
 
For those who speak about hell (as Jesus did) be prepared for “the palpable social stigma that is 
attached to this biblical doctrine in our post-Christian culture. It is a stigma that I am very aware 
of, as are many other Christians. It’s just not something we talk about. Notably, the reality of hell 
has been a fixture in Christian theology for over sixteen centuries, but at some point, in the 
1960’s hell disappeared. And more recently, the biblical view of the nature of hell has been 
challenged more than ever before.” 
 
“We shouldn’t deny the reality of hell, nor should we sheepishly avoid it. If anything, the 
doctrine of hell calls us to bold yet winsome evangelism. If modern sentiment, social tolerance, 
and relational indifference held the final votes about the doctrine of hell, the Bible’s view of hell 
surely would find few defenders.” 
 
Related Praise Songs:  Theology fuels Doxology!  We dig deeply in order that we may go high! 
 

His Mercy is More- Matt Boswell and Boyce College Choir 
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted- Fernando Ortega 
 
Related Biblical Texts:  Search the Scriptures to see if these things be so. 
 
Ezk. 18:20-24, 32; Habakkuk 1:13; Matthew 10:28; 13:42; 25:31-46; Mark 9:42-48;  
Luke 13:1-9; 16:19-31; John 3:36; Acts 17:30-31; 20:17-27; Rom. 1:18-3:20; 2 Thess. 1:5-10; 
Heb. 10:31; Revelation 20:10-15; 21:6-8. 
 
All related sermons can be downloaded for free on our website at www.lakecountrybible.org  
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Is that You Lord? Hearing the True Voice of God 
 
"Most believers think that God speaks to them on a regular basis. At least based on my 
experience, that appears to be the common perception. People use the expression “God told me” 
or “I heard God” all the time. Certainly, in its worst form, it announces the blasphemous 
declarations of today’s preachers of the prosperity gospel. Unfortunately, far too many people 
mimic that language in their everyday conversation. By using such language, they may be 
attempting to give legitimacy to a decision they’ve made or to defend some action they 
taken. For others, it may be an attempt to validate (or even to reach for) some level of perceived 
intimacy with God. They understand that intimacy is built on two-way communication, and so 
they feel a need to express their relationship to God in terms that capture the dynamic of 
dialogue, not monologue. But in all these cases, as teachers and leaders, we need to, first of all, 
help our people understand the theological dangers inherent in this kind of language. Second, we 
need to boldly present to people the power of God’s voice in its active sense through the Word of 
God. 
 
For ages discerning pastors and theologians have recognized the dangers in claiming to hear the 
voice of God outside of Scripture. They recognize that there are stern warnings in Scripture 
against attributing to God words which, in fact, He did not speak (cf. Deut 18:20; cf. 13:1–5; 1 
Cor 14:29–31). Because of the inherent authority that comes with a Word from God, the Lord 
recognized the potential abuse if people were to claim His authority for messages that merely 
come from their own imagination. For that reason, He not only established the very high 
standard of infallibility for all who claim to be His spokesmen, but He often confirmed them 
with accompanying miraculous signs (Acts 2:22; 5:12; 2 Cor 12:12). Therefore, for us to claim 
that God is speaking to us apart from Scripture potentially misrepresents God and places us in 
danger of His judgment. Instead, we recognize that divine revelation has come to us in the Holy 
Scripture (1 Cor 2:7–13; 2 Pet 1:19–21), and that this “canon” of Scripture was closed with the 
writing of the final book of the New Testament in the late first century (Rev 22:18–19). This has 
been the historic view of the church for most of its existence. 
 
Unfortunately, some people wrongly conclude that a closed canon and cessation of special 
revelation mean that somehow we are destined for stagnant and lifeless interaction with God. 
They accuse those who are not open to new revelations from God to be necessarily opposed to 
His supernatural activity and resistant to the work of the Holy Spirit. In his book, Surprised by 
the Voice of God, Jack Deere was one of those people who suggested that if you aren’t hearing 
the voice of God outside of Scripture, you have simply imbibed a naturalistic world-view, and 
you suppress the notion of the supernatural. The unspoken assumption, of course, is that the 
supernatural must be experienced through the instrumentality of visions, dreams, and prophecies. 
 
As church leaders, we ought not to shy away from emphasizing that God’s voice is living and 
active. In fact, these are the very adjectives that are given to the Word of God, the Scripture, by 
the writer of Hebrews. “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12). And the writer illustrates this truth over and 
over in the Letter to the Hebrews by repeatedly referring to Scripture, introducing quotations of 
Scripture with phrases like “He says” (1:6, 7, 8; 2:12–13; 3:7, etc.). 
 
One bible scholar notes, “For us and for all ages the record is the voice of God. The record is the 
voice of God, and as a necessary consequence the record is itself living. It is not [merely a book]. 
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The constant use of the present tense in quotations emphasizes this truth: 2:11, 3:7, 12:5. Comp. 
12:6.” B. B. Warfield, affirms these comments, writing: “Every careful student will recognize 
this at once as a very clear and very true statement of the attitude of the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews toward the Old Testament.” Warfield notes that a similar attitude is found in the rest 
of the New Testament writers toward the Old Testament. God’s voice is living and active 
through Scripture. Michael Kruger points out that it was this “active” nature of the voice of God 
in Scripture that, in the early centuries of the church, set the New Testament documents apart 
from all the man-made writings that claimed to speak from God: “Scriptures do more than pass 
along propositional information (as important as that is); they are ‘living and active.’” It speaks. 
How could anyone say that a relationship with God based “merely” on hearing Him through His 
Word is somehow stale and dead, unless they didn’t really believe that His Word was active and 
living? 
 
In emphasizing the active and living voice of God through Scripture, we stress that there is a 
vital connection between the Holy Spirit and the way He uses the Scripture in our everyday 
experience. The Holy Spirit is supernaturally active in the Scripture, and by it God is speaking 
into our lives all the time, bringing conviction, building discernment, directing our hearts, and 
sanctifying our lives. These are the works of the Spirit, and they are not natural. They are 
supernatural (1 Cor 2:14–16). 
 
To have such a view of God’s voice, to have such a view of special revelation, and to have such 
a view of Scripture, is not to suppress the work of the Spirit or to settle for a mere distant 
relationship with God based on a one-way monologue. It is to recognize the dynamic power of 
the Word that is inherent in it. God does desire to speak to each one of us in fresh and active 
ways. But we simply need to understand that for us to truly say “God spoke to me” is not to 
claim that “God revealed something new to me.” To truly be able to say “God spoke to me” is, in 
fact, for us to say, “I listened to what God said” [through His living Scripture]." 
 
By Pastor Shane Koehler 
 


