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Much religious anti-Semitism over the past 2000 years comes back to this- WHO 
KILLED THE MESSIAH?  “Who has the Lord of Glory’s blood on their hands?”

The new ecumenical mantra says that we need to edit the Bible (which clearly places 
some culpability on the Jews).  We’re told to never suggest that the Jews were 
“Christ-killers” because these beliefs fueled so many Jewish atrocities (such as the 
Crusades, the Holocaust, etc).  NOW we agree if by this they simply mean that we 
must not pin the death of Jesus on any one people group (but that’s generally not 
what they mean)!   

I) Who Killed (Jesus) the Messiah?

i) The Jews did.    1 Thess. 2:14-16, Acts 2:22-23
ii) The Romans/Gentiles did.  1 Cor. 2:8
iii) I did!  You did!  We all did!   1 Jn. 2:2

Note how many truly Christian songs admit our role in the death of Christ- HOW 
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DEEP THE FATHER’s LOVE FOR US- Behold the man upon a cross

My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice

Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held Him there

Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life

I know that it is finished

And one of my new favorites- Ah holy Jesus how have I offended you? Who was the 

guilty? Who brought this upon you?

It is my treason, Lord, that has undone you.

'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied you;

I crucified you.

iv) & in a real sense, the Father God did! Is. 53:10; 1 Jn 4:9-10, Acts 2:23
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Luke 13:34a; "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those sent to her!  
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All who departed from Judaism (which was no longer biblical) were in danger.  
Believers were thrown out of synagogues in  Jesus’ day- John 9:22; This continued for 
many decades….

The Council of Jamnia produced an ugly prayer called the Birkat haMinim, which 
cursed the Christians as sectarians, and prayed to God that for these “sectarians,” “let 
there be no hope, and may all the evil in an instant be destroyed and all Thy enemies 
be cut down swiftly; and the evil ones uproot and break and destroy and humble 
soon in our days. Blessed art You, LORD, who breaks down enemies and humbles 
sinners.” This prayer was to be prayed every Sabbath, and it forced the 
Jewish Christians to stop worshiping with the non-Christian Jews in synagogue.
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http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Prayers/Daily_Prayers/Shemoneh_Esrei/Birkat_HaMinim/birkat_haminim.html
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Rome’s fiery was (at times) unleashed against Jews and Christians alike- more on 
this in a bit
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Christians and Jews were persecuted on and off again UNTIL the reign of Constantine.  
The wicked Emperor Nero blames the great fire of Rome on Christians (see 1 Peter). 

SKIP- “Yet no human effort, no princely largess nor offerings to the gods could make 
that infamous rumor disappear that Nero had somehow ordered the fire. Therefore, 
in order to abolish that rumor, Nero falsely accused and executed with the most 
exquisite punishments those people called Christians, who were infamous for their 
abominations. The originator of the name, Christ, was executed as a criminal by the 
procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius; and though repressed, this 
destructive superstition erupted again, not only through Judea, which was the origin 
of this evil, but also through the city of Rome, to which all that is horrible and 
shameful floods together and is celebrated. Therefore, first those were seized who 
admitted their faith, and then, using the information they provided, a vast multitude 
were convicted, not so much for the crime of burning the city, but for hatred of the 
human race. And perishing they were additionally made into sports: they were killed 
by dogs by having the hides of beasts attached to them, or they were nailed to 
crosses or set aflame, and, when the daylight passed away, they were used as 
nighttime lamps. Nero gave his own gardens for this spectacle and performed a Circus 
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game, in the habit of a charioteer mixing with the plebs or driving about the race-
course. Even though they were clearly guilty and merited being made the most recent 
example of the consequences of crime, people began to pity these sufferers, because 
they were consumed not for the public good but on account of the fierceness of one 
man.”
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According to many historians, Jews and Christians were heavily persecuted toward 
the end of Domitian's reign (89-96).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domitian


Christians and Jews were monotheists- Some were brought to Rome and given the 
chance to offer sacrifices to pagan gods or be killed.
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But this mini-SERIES is about the Plight of Israel.  Why have the children of Abraham 
suffered so much over the past 2,000 years?  What does God think of anti-Semitism?  
What role has the predominately Gentile Church played in the persecution of Jews?  
What role has eschatology played in the plight of Israel?
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Jesus- 3 Central Affirmations Concerning the Kingdom of God:

I) When the Messianic King Comes, He Will Establish the Kingdom-- just not right 

away!
(Luke 19:11-27)

II) For Rejecting her King, the Jewish People will be repeatedly “trampled 
upon” UNTIL “the time of the Gentiles is complete.”

(Luke 13:34; 19:28-44; Luke 21:24)

III) The Glorious Kingdom will be established WHEN national Israel finally welcome 

Jesus as Savior, Lord, and King!
(Luke 13:34-35)
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Overarching Application point 1- Jeremiah, Jesus, and Paul all WEPT over the 
unbelief of national Israel (and so should we)!

Luke 19:41- And when He approached, He saw the city and wept over it.
(Note ALSO the book of Lamentations and Romans 9-11)

Overarching Application point 2- Israel is the Apple of God’s Eye- (Zech. 2:8; 
currently she is God’s beloved enemy)… SINNING against anyone is never prudent!  
Sinning against Israel (is REALLY not wise)!!!  Rev. 19:17-21 and Zech. 12-14 are in 
the Bible for a reason!

I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you (Gen. 12:3) All the  
people of the earth shall be blessed through you!   
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3) Israel’s Plight (past, present, future) must be understood in light of the msg. of 
Habakkuk

I’m up to 18 applicational lessons from the Painful History of Israel and in due time 
I will share these exhortations with you.
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The generation of Jews who rejected there Messianic King are punished EXACTLY as 
Jesus said it would happen (Luke 13:34-35; Luke 19; Luke 21)!  
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Christians and Jews were monotheists- and thus viewed as a threat to certain Roman 
Emperors.
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Emperor Hadrians over 500k people. Destroys 985 towns- large Diaspora takes place.   
Israel is GREATLY weakened and impoverished.  Severe taxes added to Jews.  Judiasm 
was considered illegal.   Despite Hadrian’s harsh measure the Sanhedrin (for example) 
lasted until 200 years.  
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The soil for future Anti-Semitism was laid in the 2-4th centuries...even by some good 
and godly men.   

Many theologians and historians believe that Christian theology contributed to anti-
Jewish convictions which at times fueled sinful behavior!… in particular, I’m referring 
to “supercessionism” or “replacement theology.”  In AD 160 Justin Martyr started 
referring to the Church as “the New Israel.”

The majority of church Fathers in the late first and second centuries embraced 
“historic premill.” but the key componenants of Amill. were seen as early as 160 AD 
(just 65 years after the Apostle John died).
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AD 160-430  Seeds of anti-Semitism sown in ‘anti-Judaism’ writings of certain 
Church Fathers  Examples include Iranaeus, Tertullian, and Hippolytus of Rome.  
Cyprian of Carthage- Not only believed that the Church replaced Israel but that those 
Jews who don’t convert should be expelled from his dioceses.  
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“By this sign you will conquer” – Constantine claims this was a sign of both his 

conversion and his special calling from heaven.

In the 300’s the Church and State were brought together under Constantine.  As the 

Empire grew Christianity became far too worldly focused rather then remaining other 

worldly.  Historic Pre-mill lost its luster in the shadow of the “glory” of the dominant 

Imperial State church.

However, from a biblical perspective Constantine’s political reign is marked by good 

things and bad things!

Once in power Constantine build 80,000 seat stadiums for chariot races, church 

buildings, and many other impressive architectural works.   Constantine and his 

mother Helena also established various “Christian holy sights.”
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Around 310 Constantine allegedly saw a sign of the cross in heaven and heard- “By 
this sign you will conquer”- From this point fwd. he felt Divinely chosen with a 
mission from God above.  Sadly, it also meant that for many centuries- the cross and 
the sword became intertwined (see pp. slide).  
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HISTORICALLY Amill. & Post-Mill theologians/pastors have contributed to anti-
Semitism and or anti-Judaism has been far too common in the world!  (I’ll try and 
provide historical examples to prove this bold assertation in this mini-series)
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AD 349-407- The “Golden Tongue” preacher of orthodox Christianity was tragically 
a rabid proponent of “anti-Judaism” in his generation.

In a series of eight Homilies Against the Jews- his tirade knew no limits
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AD 438- contained a number of Anti-Jewish measures; how to take creed based faith 

into everyday life applications.  

Some Christian theologians began to legitimize certain unchristian measures against 

the Jews believing them to be “divinely imposed degradations…” (horner, p. 24) 
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This is another previewing of coming attractions during the “time of the Gentiles.”
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But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye 
find them, and seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every 
stratagem (of war)...
from Qur'an 9:5- “Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold 
that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor 
acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if they are) of the People of the Book...”
from Qur'an 9:29
The Dome of the Rock is an Islamic sacred shrine in Jerusalem, built on the Temple 
Mount. It is believed this is where Muhammad ascended into heaven and was given 
the second pillar of Islam, to pray five times a day, from Allah, which is still used 
today.
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Crusaders took back many “holy sights” from the Muslim Turks… Tragically, they also 
slaughtered many Jews along the way.  During the Crusades trade was improved and 
the wealth and power of Roman Catholicism extended far and wide.  Were the 
Crusaders stalwart and devout (albeit theologically misguided) Christians. Perhaps 
some were. Humanly speaking, were it not for the Crusaders the entire Western 
world would have fallen under the tyranny of Islam…

(NOTICE however there SYMBOL- the Cross of Christ)… more on that later. But that’s a 
VERY important historical symbol.
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Muslims controlled Jerusalem (the city of David) for 450 years.  The Crusaders sought 
to reclaim territory lost to Turks/Muslims via war!  In total there were 5 waves of 
Crusades.
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The German crusade witnessed the killing of Jews and the destruction of many of 
their towns and communities by Crusader mobs.
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At the 4th Latern Council- the blasphemous doctrine of Transubstantiation was 
canonized… beyond this baptized Jews were officially forbidden to practice Jewish 
customs; they were forbidden to appear in public during Easter time and were barred 
from public office.  THEY WERE EVEN REQUIRED to WEAR A DISTINGUISHING 
BADGE.”  Don’t blame the Nazi’s for everything or think Anti-Semitism is a modern 
phenomenon.  
Horner. P. 25. 
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Anti-Semitism was not confined to one country or religion.
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Dominican and Franciscan Order were often adversaries of the Jews.  They would 
promote book burnings, esp. of the Jewish Talmud. 
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The Edict of Expulsion was a royal decree issued by King Edward I of England on 18 
July 1290, expelling all Jews from the Kingdom of England. The expulsion edict 
remained in force for 350 YEARS (Puritan ruler Cromwell allowed them to return). The 
edict was not an isolated incident, but the culmination of over 200 years of increased 
persecution.

The following map is disturbing, painful, sobering, and tragic!  Has any people group 
suffered as much for as long as the Israelites?
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King Ferdinand and Isabella approved various anti-Semitic efforts and eventually told 
the Jews to GET OUT!
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1517- 95 Thesis;  
Luther died in 1545
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In 1562 Jewish exiles were to dress differently than Christians, could not hold public 
office… Everywhere the Jews went them seemed to marginalized, persecuted, 
murdered, or shown the back door!  “Jews not allowed!”  “Get out!”
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Russian Cossacks led the savage slaughter of countless Jews in Ukraine.  
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1740- Russians said to the Jews, “Convert or leave!”  (picture of Empress Elizabeth 
Petrovna of the Romanov dynasty; was Russian Orthodox)
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The Jews “are our masters and our enemies…. Who we detest and are the most 
abominable people in the world!”
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Following in the footsteps of King Louis XVI Napoleon Bonaparte is credited with 
helping to emancipate the Jews in the 1800’s
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_Bonaparte
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Heiko Oberman, the Roots of Anti-Semitism, 167.
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In 1932 german Jewish philosopher turned nun warned the Pope of Hitler’s rage 
against non-Arians (esp. Jews).  In 1942 she was arrested by the SS and sent to Jewish 
concentration camp where she died in a human Gas Chamber.  At Birkeneu or 
Auschwitz
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Adolf Hitler became the Chancellor of Germany in 1933.  In this same year the 
Vatican entered in a bi-lateral agreement with the Hitler.  This deal Jewish converts to 
R.C. were “protected” but no others.   

56



57



58



In 1943 Italian Jews were rounded up by the Germans and deported to extermination 
camps.  Some Jews were snatched up less than 300 yards from the Vatican.  Some of 
these Jews lived in Italy for close to 2000 years.   On this same day in history “Lassie 
Come Home” was released in America. 
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In many cases pro-Nazi Germans had a better life and were treated better than many 
European and Russian Jews!
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Present Day Enemies of Israel (the Jews)

Iran- Leaders believe “Israel is the Little Satan and that the United States is the Iblis
(the Great Devil; the Wounded Snake)
Iranian “President” Mahmoud Ahmadinejad claims, “Israel has no roots in the Middle 
East and must be wiped off the map.” 
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Present Day Enemies of Israel (the Jews)
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1920-2018
Non-stop Terrorism against Israel and the Jews

Arab Terrorism officially began in 1929 (Hebron Massacre)
1972 murder of 11 Israeli Olympic athletes in Munich
1974 attack on elementary school
Since 1990’s Suicide bombings have become more commonplace.
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Albertus Pieters (1897-1987)-
Western Theological Seminary (Michigan).

“Some years ago, in a conference, I heard a brother minister say: “God is through 
with the Jews.”  At the time, this statement startled me, and I thought it was 
extreme, but the more I study the Scriptures the more it seems to me he certainly 
was right.” 
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2018- Major Enemies of the Jews

1) The P.L.O (founded in 1964; Palestine Liberation Organization)

2) HAMAS (offshoot of Muslim Brotherhood); Largest terrorist threat in Israel.  Many 
attacks.  Founded by individuals in the West Bank, Qatar, and Saudia Arabia.
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Hamas Terrorist Networks in the M.E.
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2018- Major Enemies of the Jews
3) HEZBOLLAH- Iranian backed Militant Group; also funded by Lebanese Shias.
4)Lone Wolf Terrorists (often backed by ISIS, etc)  ISIS- believes HAMAS is not militant 
enough (and recently condemned them for allowing the Capital to get moved back to 
Jerusalem).  They want to operate in the Gaza Strip.  Thankfully, they despise Iran 
(who supports Hezbollah).

The sectarian animosity between Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims is many ways a 
blessing in disguise… A united Islamic Empire would be a VERY powerful force!
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Gary Burge, former professor of N.T. @ WHEATON COLLEGE (IL); mpw a “N.T. Scholar 
at a Christian Seminary in Grand Rapids.”
“This conservative evangelical scholar has aligned himself with the pro-Palestinian 
and anti-Judaic (Christian Zionism) movement that vociferously opposes the modern 
state of Israel.” (Horner, 45)
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In order to hold this position a Christian must ABROGATE God’s promise to 
Abraham and His decedents concerning the PROMISED LAND.. One has to 
reinterpret the Word in order to arrive at many of Burge’s conclusions…  Here is one 
example from Burge- “the (promised) Land was a metaphor, a symbol of a greater 
place, beyond the soil of Canaan.”   (note Gen. 12:1, 5-7; 13:14-15, 17; 15:7, 18; 
17:8; 24:7; 26:3; 28:4, 13-15; 35:12; 48:3-4, 21; 50:24.)

Burge acts if the New Covenant abrogates the Abrahamic Covenant (note Heb. 8:7-
13; Jer. 31:31-34) RATHER than properly teaching that it replaces the Mosaic 
Covenant.

Possession of the Promised Land remained a certain hope (note Ex. 12:23-25; 
13:11; 20:12; 33:1; Galatians 3:17).  “The sins of Israel bring severe judgment (YES), 
but NOT covenantal abandonment (note Hosea 3, Romans 11; Zechariah 2:7-11).”
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