Luke 1:26-38
"Striking Similarities Among Two Miraculous Births” 

INTRO:  Baby books and birth stories.  Similarities and differences.
Luke 1 highlights the advent of a new dawn of salvation within the purpose-plan of God.
Luke’s purposeful parallelism helps to accentuate important points of similarity as well as 
key differences between the side by side birth accounts of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-25) and Jesus (Luke 1:26-38). 

This morning we’ll highlight 6 Important Points of Similarity

A first important point of similarity between the parallel birth narratives has to do with

1) 

A second important point of similarity has to do with
2) 
A third important point of similarity is 

3)

A fourth important point of similarity is what I’m calling

4)
A fifth important point of similarity is

5)

A sixth important point of similarity highlights

6) 
For Further Reflection/Application:

Godly character.  What godly virtues in the life of Zacharias and Elizabeth and Joseph and Mary are worthy of initiation today (Heb. 13:7; 1 Cor. 11:1)?  Why does God often call upon faithful believers when looking for vessels to use for His honor

Humble Origins.  Our God is the God of small beginnings.  Think about this principle in view of Luke 1, 1 Corinthians 1-2, and 2 Corinthians 4:7.
Holy Fear.  Though angelic visitations are very rare in Scripture what is the natural human response to these majestic and holy beings?  (see also Rev. 22:8-9; Luke 1-2).  When standing near the blazing light of God’s perfect holiness how does Isaiah respond in Isaiah 6 and Peter in Luke 5?
Gospel-centered Annunciations.  Luke loves to blow the gospel trumpet as often and as loudly as he can.  Who needs to hear “glad tidings of great joy” in your circle of influence this holiday season?

Sovereign Selection. God chooses to save and set apart vessels of grace according to His infinite kindness and wisdom.  See 1 Timothy 1:12-17 and Ephesians 1-2.

Prophesies Fulfilled and Promises Kept.  How does the historical and birth accounts of John and Jesus illustrate Matthew 5:18, John 10:35; and Luke 1:37?  If all of the Bible is perfect and true how ought this shape your every decision (see Psalm 1:1-3; Proverbs 3:5-6; and Psalm 19:8-12)

Related Resources:
Uneclipsing the Son- Rick Holland
All the Promises of the Bible- Herbert Lockyer
Twelve Ordinary Men- John MacArthur

Related Songs: 
Who Is He In Yonder Stall? Enfield
O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing- Charles Wesley
Every Promise (of Your Word)- The Gettys
Related Biblical Texts:

2 Samuel 7; Isaiah 7:14, 40:13; Malachi 3; Luke 1-2; 1 Corinthians 1-2; 2 Corinthians 4:7; 

1 Timothy 1:12-17; Ephesians 1; Matthew 5:18; Revelation 22:8-9
